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	Group S Racing Association Inc.
www.groupsracing.org.au
President - Brian Weston, 60 Empire Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603



Mr Paul Hamilton - Chairman

CAMS Historic Commission
PO Box 147

Caulfield East, VIC 3145

15th August 2006

Dear Sir,

I thought it useful to update the Historic Commission on the progress of the Group S Racing Association since my attendance at your meeting in April.
You might recall that our constitution states that the GSRA shall represent the interests of owners and drivers of Group S cars in the course of participation in historic sports car motor sport. Our objectives are to:

· provide a representational voice for the owners and drivers of Group S cars;

· promote Group S motor sport; and

· facilitate enjoyable participation in Group S historic motor sport.

Since the establishment of the GSRA in January 2006 the association has grown to 95 members across NSW, VIC, SA, ACT and QLD - in April we had 61 members. This level of support is extremely encouraging and testament to the strong following that Group S historic motor sport engenders. 

I think it also important to note that the GSRA is a single administrative body without having the duplication of administrative effort that geographic divisions would entail. It helps us “sort” our matters “in house”, guards against fragmentation within Group S and ensures a single point of contact on Group S matters.
I also advise that Paul Sabine (Chev Corvette, Sb, Vic) has replaced Rick Marks on the GSRA committee.

There has also been some change in our ex-officio appointments. Because of our concern over the promotion and representation of Group Sa, the committee has appointed an ex-officio Group Sa Registrar. We have also appointed a GSRA South Australia Registrar to assist the promotion and representation of our members in South Australia. Rick Marks and Peter Hall (also Historic Commission Group S Portfolio Manager) have taken up these respective appointments.
I previously advised that the GSRA was not affiliated with CAMS but that our Constitution requires GSRA members to maintain a concurrent membership with a CAMS affiliated motor club. However, in view of our substantial growth in membership, it is likely that the GSRA will now seek affiliation with CAMS for 2007 - although it is not our intention to extend our activities into the conduct of motor sport events.

Among our activities has been the establishment of an effective liaison with the various promoters that stage Group S events. As there are up to a dozen race meetings per year that the GSRA could endorse for support, the association seeks to ensure that the annual Group S race meeting program remains coordinated and that each meeting reflects the desires of our membership and offers value for money.
At meetings that the GSRA endorses, Group S grids continue to approach grid density limits. Group Sb continues to be particularly strong while Group Sa could benefit from more support. Support for Group Sc is growing, although the influx of Porsche has not been as some have predicted. However, Group Sc has benefited from a substantial boost in the Alfa Romeo marque - both 105 coupes and Alfetta’s.
In view of the subtle changes in category participation, the GSRA committee has reviewed the classes within which competition across the three categories is conducted. We have made changes to classes within Group Sc.
One issue that is of priority concern is the lack of affordable race tyres for some Sa cars. This is a pressing problem for which, in the interests of sustaining Group Sa numbers, a solution must soon be found.

The GSRA has developed a Group S race numbers register for both NSW and Victorian events; it is accessed via our website. We have developed a new pointscore for 2007 which features both NSW and Victorian elements.
The committee has consulted with membership over some of the technical changes recently approved for Group N; we have decided to seek approval for breakerless ignition, but with a wider choice of ignition than is presently approved for Group N. Finally our website remains an excellent administrative and promotional vehicle (www.groupsracing.org.au) for Group S.

So I am pleased to report that Group S, especially Group Sc/Sb, remains a strong historic racing community and that the GSRA remains willing to discuss constructively with the Commission any historic motor sport matter which impacts Group S activities.
As Peter Hall is attending your meeting, he will be able to discuss any matters which might arise from this report.

Yours faithfully,
Brian Weston

President - GSRA
