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	Group S Racing Association Inc.
www.groupsracing.org.au
President - Brian Weston, 60 Empire Circuit, Forrest ACT 2603



Mr Paul Hamilton - Chairman

CAMS Historic Commission
PO Box 121
Wangi Wangi, NSW 2267
11th July 2007
Dear Sir,

Subsequent to the Historic Commission’s recent deliberations on “Group Sh”, the Group S Racing Association invited Tony Caldersmith, Chairman of the Historic Eligibility Committee to attend the GSRA committee meeting on 10th May.

Nine GSRA committee and ex-officio members, including Paul Sabine who travelled from Melbourne attended the meeting. This reflects the intense interest by GSRA members in the Sh proposal.

While the GSRA is grateful for the time Tony devoted to preparing for, and attending the meeting, the meeting did not conclude with agreement on the way ahead.
But rather than focus on the negatives which have been documented and circulated in draft form, the GSRA is keen to work with and support the Commission provided we can maintain the integrity of the current Group S eligibility criteria.

We spoke about this at Oran Park on 2nd June and concluded that a way ahead would be to categorise Group Sh cars as Group T.

I can now advise that the GSRA reiterates our support for the Commission to preserve “production sports cars with a racing history”.

But in order not to undermine the eligibility standards for existing Group Sa/Sb/Sc cars, the GSRA recommends that “production sports cars with a racing history” be categorised as Group T.

The essential elements of Group S and Group T would be as follows.

Group S
· A class of production sports car built to a defined period specification;
· without certificates of description; with

· cars log booked as conforming to a defined, Group S eligibility standard.
Group T
· A class of production sports cars with a certified racing history in Australian production sports car racing;
· requiring certificates of description; with
· assessment for a Group T certificate of description being on the basis of the car’s demonstrated racing history in Australian production sports car racing at a defined date or period.

This would see Group S and Group T provide for the categorisation of historic production sports cars but from different heritage aspects and with different eligibility criteria.

Such a categorisation approach would maintain the integrity of the successful Group S “build to period specification” formula without undermining its essential enforcement element, while allowing for categorisation of sports cars with a racing history as Group T.
The GSRA notes in passing, that assessment of a Group T car’s demonstrated racing history in Australian production sports car racing would pose some complexity, as the period in question was one where rules and eligibility to race were ill-defined and subject to wide interpretation.

In conclusion, the GSRA would support the Commission with the introduction of Group T as follows:

· The GSRA would offer its considerable knowledge of Australian production sports car racing to assist with the certification of individual Group T cars, and 

· The GSRA would offer to sponsor a GSRA Group T Associate Registrar to facilitate Group T development until Group T can achieve its own critical mass.

I trust that the Commission sees merit in what would be a cooperative proposal and one which would not risk the continuing development of Group S historic sports car racing.

The GSRA recommends the Commission review the Group Sh proposal and amends the proposal along the lines outlined above.

Yours sincerely,
Brian Weston

President
Group S Racing Association
The GSRA was established January 2006 and it recently issued GSRA member number 117. It represents the Group S community’s resident in NSW, ACT, VIC, SA and QLD and has applied for affiliation with the Confederation of Australian Motor Sport.
